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1. DEPARTMENT PASSED TO AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY ON JULY 18 THE 
FOLLOWING RESPONSE TO AUSTRALIAN DOD QUESTIONS CONCERNING 
US SUBMARINE NAVIGATION SYSTEMS: 
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"US FLEET BALLISTIC MISSILE SUBMARINES (FBMS ) ARE 
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EQUIPPED WITH THEIR OWN INERTIAL NAVIGATION SYSTEMS WHICH 
ARE MORE ACCURATE THAN OMEGA EQUIPMENT. BECAUSE OF CLASSI- 
FICATION, THE USG IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE COMPARATIVE INFORMA- 
TION CONCERNING NAVIGATION SYSTEMS OF ATTACK AND FBM 
SUBMARINES. HOWEVER, IT IS UNWARRANTED TO ASSUME THAT 
ATTACK SUBS HAVE A BETTER NAVIGATION SYSTEM THAN FBMS. 

COST CONSIDERATIONS ARE NOT RELEVANT TO THE FACT THAT OMEGA 
RECEIVERS WILL NOT BE INSTALLED IN FBMS. AS THE USG HAS 
PREVIOUSLY INDICATED, THE ACCURACY OF THE OMEGA SYSTEM 
IS INADEQUATE FOR THE REQUIREMENTS OF FBMS." 

2. DEPARTMENT ALSO AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE TO THE JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE THREE AUSTRALIAN 
DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE BEINGAIR POUCHED FYI. 


3. AN AIRGRAM SENT THIS DATE WITH A SUMMARY OF THE 
JUNE 19-21 INTERNATIONAL OMEGA MEETING SPECIFIES THE US 
POSITION CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF CONTROL OF 
THE OMEGA SYSTEM. A DRAFT AGENCY-TO-AGENCY MOU CONCERNING 
OMEGA ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE READY IN ABOUT A MONTH. A 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE OMEGA SYSTEM 

IS ALSO INCLUDED IN THE AIRGRAM. 

4. YOU MAY USE THE DEPARTMENT (WITH DOD CONCURRENCE) AS 
THE SOURCE OF STATEMENT IN PARA 1 ABOVE AND MAY ADD DATE 
OF AUGUST 3, 1972, AS DOCUMENTS MENTIONED IN PARA 2 WILL 
CONFIRM. 

5. DOD SAYS YOU HAVE LATEST OMEGA PAPERS AND THAT 
ADDITIONAL COPIES ARE BEING MAILED. 

6. HONOLULU IS AND WILL REMAIN THE CONTROL POINT FOR THE 
OMEGA SYSTEM AS IT IS NOW ESTABLISHED. FUTURE AGREEMENT 
MAY CHANGE THIS, BUT ITS PRESENT LOCATION SHOULD IMPLY A 
DEGREE OF PERMANENCY. THE ENTIRE SYSTEM IS DEPENDENT 
UPON AUTONOMOUS HOST NATION CONTROL OF STATIONS. HOWEVER, 
INTERNATIONAL USEFULNESS OF, AND CONFIDENCE IN, THE OMEGA 
SYSTEM WILL DEMAND COORDINATION AND COOPERATION AMONG HOST 
NATIONS TO INSURE DEPENDABLE CONTINUOUS OPERATION. EXIST 
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ING AGREEMENTS SPECIFY THAT HOST NATIONS ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ENSURING THE CONTINUOUS OPERATION OF THE STATIONS AND 
THAT OPERATIONAL DETAILS SHALL BE EMBODIEDIN SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS BY APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF PARTICIPATING 
GOVERNMENTS. ROGERS 
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